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plied, but the general impression would remain unaltered. The
education of girls was as bad as that of boys, but with differ-
ences. Speaking of the daughters of middle-class parents of
good position one of the assistant commissioners said that
"till her tenth year she is taught at home, probably with her
brothers, to read, and write, and sew, to say the multiplication
table, to learn the rudiments of musical notation and the first
few pages of a French Grammar.... Then she is sent, some-
times at once, more frequently after two or three years at a
day school, to a boarding school with some pretensions to
selectness. Here, besides going on with French, and writing
and spelling, she takes a little arithmetic, a little grammar, a
little geography, a little Roman, Greek, and English History,
the elements of German, the use of the globes, and drawing
from the flat, and she listens once a week to a lecturer dis-
coursing on botany, or showing chemical experiments.. ..
The average boarding school girl learns so many bits of things
that one drives the other out of her head." And, even if a girl
is privileged to attend a "finishing school" till the age of
eighteen, "the only difference is that she learns out of other
text-books, and has accomplishment lessons from a new set of
masters. As to thorough mental training, the formation of
intellectual habits and tastes, it was not the wish of the parents
to foster these, and it was seldom the object of the school.
Education has not failed to create them, because it has not
tried.5'1
The education of a girl of what was called the lower middle
class, was shorter, and turned less upon accomplishments.
She went to a private day school at about ten years of age,
having learnt at home little but reading and how to hold a
needle. "In the school, which is a small one, she is perfected
in reading, learns spelling from a book, of which she repeats
half a column daily, learns geography and English grammar—
both by rote, docs sums out of a text-book ... and reads in
1 Bryce, Report, vol. IX, pp. 823-7.

